PHI 6385 A20 — Philosophie de I’esprit

Prof. : Jonathan Simon
Bureau : 2910 Edouard-Montpetit, 4 étage, local 428
Téléphone : 514-343-6111 #42997
Communication : jonathan.simon@umontreal.ca
Cours: Mardi 9.30h - 12.30h
Salle : Zoom
Heure de disponibilite : sur rendez-vous
l. Objectifs

Ce séminaire sera une plongée profonde dans deux débats connexes : le débat sur la
caractérisation correcte de I'explication métaphysique et le débat sur la caractérisation correcte
du physicalisme.

En ce qui concerne I'explication métaphysique, nous nous concentrerons sur la notion de
fondation métaphysique, en cherchant a savoir si elle nous donne un apercu de I'idée
préthéorique de I'explication métaphysique ou constitutive.

Les lectures comprendront des articles de Karen Bennet, Cian Dorr, Kit Fine, Michael Raven,
Jonathan Schaffer, Ted Sider, et Jessica Wilson.

Nous examinerons ensuite les différentes conceptions du physicalisme, en nous demandant
comment les débats sur la nature de I'explication métaphysique devraient éclairer les débats
sur la caractérisation appropriée du physicalisme. Les questions centrales comprendront, entre
autres : la conception grounding du physicalisme est-elle plus défendable qu'une conception
modale ? Est-ce une véritable alternative au dualisme ?

Les lectures comprendront des articles de David Chalmers, Shamik Dasgupta, Stephan
Leuenberger, Adam Pautz, Daniel Stoljar et Jessica Wilson.

1. Modes d’évaluation

La formule pédagogique du cours est séminaire.

Le cours sera entierement en ligne (sur Zoom), de maniere synchrone. Je vous enverrai une
invitation Zoom via Studium chaque semaine.

Les enregistrements des séances de classe seront disponibles (pour tout le trimestre).

L'évaluation des étudiants comporte les composantes suivantes:
= Une présentation en classe (avec diapositives) d'environ 40 minutes, et la conduite de
la discussion qui s'ensuit (45 minutes)
= Une dissertation de 1500-7500 mots



présentation: 40%
dissertation : 50% (a rémettre le 16 décembre)
participation: 10 %

= Pénalités pour la dissertation : 5% par jour ouvrable de retard aprées le 16 décembre.

» Notez I’importance de respecter la propriété intellectuelle et le droit a I’image sous peine
d’éventuelles sanctions. Rappelons que I’usage de tout document déposé sur StudiUM
pour chaque cours (incluant les enregistrements audio et vidéo) est assujetti a
I’engagement de chaque étudiant a respecter la propriété intellectuelle et le droit a
I’image. 1l est interdit de faire une captation audio ou vidéo du cours, en tout ou en
partie, sans le consentement écrit du professeur. Le non-respect de cette régle peut
mener a des sanctions disciplinaires en vertu de 1’Article 3 du Réglement disciplinaire
concernant les étudiants.

I11. Document de référence
= Lectures:
Disponible sur le site web du cours (https://jonsimon.net/fondation)
[les lectures sont protégées par un mot de passe : contactez-moi]

Chague semaine, nous discuterons en détail d'un ou deux articles (généralement courts).
Ceux-ci seront disponibles sur mon site web. Une bibliographie détaillée ainsi que le
calendrier des lectures sont inclus ci-dessous. Aucun achat n’est requis.

IV. Plagiat

Le plagiat a I’U de M est sanctionné par le Réglement disciplinaire sur la fraude et le plagiat
concernant les étudiants. Pour plus de renseignements, consultez le site

Pour des clarifications sur la définition du plagiat, je vous recommande également le site

http://web.mit.edu/academicintegrity/

Nous vous invitons a consulter le document qui formule les lignes directrices sur le climat
du département et la lutte contre le harcelement :
https://philo.umontreal.ca/departemen omite-acce



http://www.integrite.umontreal.ca/
http://web.mit.edu/academicintegrity/
https://philo.umontreal.ca/departement/comite-acces-a-legalite-et-climat/

V. Plan détaillé du cours

Partie | : La nature de I'explication métaphysique

Lectures:

Carnino, P. (2017), « Fondation métaphysique », version académique, dans M. Kristanek

(dir.), I’Encyclopédie philosophique, URL: http://encyclo-philo.fr/fondation-metaphysique-a/

Trogdon, Kelly (2013). An introduction to grounding. In Miguel Hoeltje, Benjamin Schnieder
& Alex Steinberg (eds.), Varieties of Dependence. Munich, Germany: Philosophia Verlag. pp.
97-122.

Raven, Michael J. (2015). Ground. Philosophy Compass 10 (5):322-333.

Lectures:

Fine, Kit. (2001). "The Question of Realism.” Philosophers' Imprint 1 (2): 1-30.

Fine, Kit. (2012). “Guide to ground”, in F. Correia & B. Schnieder (Eds.), Metaphysical
grounding: Understanding the structure of reality, 37—80, New York: Cambridge University
Press.

15 Septembre: Jonathan Schaffer et Gideon Rosen
Lectures:

Schaffer, Jonathan. (2009). "On What Grounds What." In Metametaphysics: New Essays on
the Foundations of Ontology, edited by D. Chalmers, D. Manley and R. Wasserman. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Rosen, Gideon. (2010). "Metaphysical Dependence: Grounding and Reduction." In Modality:
Metaphysics, Logic, and Epistemology, edited by B. Hale and A. Hoffmann. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.


http://encyclo-philo.fr/fondation-metaphysique-a/

Lecture:

Sider, Theodore. (2011) Writing the book of the world, Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2011. (extraits).

bre: fondati el - , o
Lectures:

Schaffer, Jonathan. (2012). “Grounding, Transitivity, and Contrastivity”, in F. Correia & B.
Schnieder (Eds.), Metaphysical grounding: Understanding the structure of reality (pp. 122—
138). New York: Cambridge University Press.

Skiles, Alexander. (2014). “Against Grounding Necessitarianism”, Erkenntnis.

Schnieder, Benjamin. (2016) “A Certain Kind of Trinity: Dependence, Substance, and
Explanation », Philosophical Studies 129/2, pp. 393-419.

Trogdon, Kelly. (2013). “Grounding: Necessary or Contingent?”” Pacific Philosophical
Quarterly, 94: 465-485.

bre: . la fondati

Lectures:

Koslicki, Kathrin. (2015). “The Coarse-Grainedness of Grounding”, Oxford Studies in
Metaphysics 2015:306-344, 2015.

Wilson, Jessica. (2014). “No Work for a Theory of Grounding”, Inquiry, 57(5-6): 1-45.

Schaffer, Jonathan. (2016). “Ground rules: Lessons from Wilson”, in K. Aizawa & C. Gillett
(Eds.), Scientific Composition and Metaphysical Ground, Palgrave Macmillan.

Raven, Michael. (2012), “In Defense of Ground”, Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 90:
687-701.

]3[:|| E I-I I-Iz 7 7 I-/

Lectures:

Dorr, Cian (2016). To Be F Is To Be G. Philosophical Perspectives 30 (1):39-134.


https://philpapers.org/rec/KOSTCO-6

Correia, Fabrice & Skiles, Alexander (2019). Grounding, Essence, And Identity. Philosophy
and Phenomenological Research 98 (3):642-670.

20 Octobre : Semaine de lecture

>7 bre: . | l
Lectures:

Schaffer, Jonathan. (2010). “Monism: The Priority of the Whole”, Philosophical Review 119
(1):31-76, 2010.

deRosset, Louis. (2010). “Getting Priority Straight”, Philosophical Studies, 149: 73-97.

Partie 11 : Qu’'est-ce que le physicalisme ?

bre: Physicali
Lectures:

Horgan, Terry. (1993). “From Supervenience to Superdupervenience: Meeting the Demands
of a Material World”, Mind, 102: 555-586.

Leuenberger, Stephan. (2008). ‘Ceteris Absentibus Physicalism’, in D. Zimmerman
(ed.), Oxford Studies in Metaphysics, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 145-170.

Stoljar, Daniel. (2015). Physicalism. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

bre: Physicali ondat

Lectures :

Sider, Theodore. (2011) Writing the book of the world, Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2011. (extraits).

Bennett, Karen (2011). “By our Bootstraps”, Philosophical Perspectives, 25: 27-41.

bre: Physicali la fondation de fondati

Lectures:



Dasgupta, Shamik. (2014). “The Possibility of Physicalism”. Journal of Philosophy 111
(9/10):557-592.

Wilson, Jessica. (2016). “Grounding-Based Formulations of Physicalism”, Topoi: 1-18.

deRosset, Louis. (2013). “Grounding Explanations”, Philosophers’ Imprint, 13: 1-26.

bre: Phsicali les lois de la métaphvsi
Lectures:

Schaffer, Jonathan (2017). The Ground Between the Gaps. Philosophers’ Imprint 17
Rabin, G. O. (2019). Grounding the Gaps or Bumping the Rug? On Explanatory Gaps and
Metaphysical Methodology. Journal of Consciousness Studies 26 (5-6):191-203.

| Décembre - C le physicalisme fondationalli

Lectures :

Pautz, Adam (forthcoming). How to Achieve the Physicalist Dream Theory of Consciousness:
Identity or Grounding? In G. Rabin (ed.), Grounding and Consciousness.

Goff, Phillip. 2017. Consciousness and Fundamental Reality. Oxford University Press.
(extraits)
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Lectures :

Leuenberger, Stephan. (a venir). Emergence as Incompletable Partial Groundedness. In G.
Rabin (ed.), Grounding and Consciousness, 2020

Trogdon, Kelly. (a venir). Physicalism and Partial Grounding. In G. Rabin (ed.), Grounding
and Consciousness, 2020

Schumener, Erica. (& venir). Physicalism without Ground. In G. Rabin (ed.), Grounding and
Consciousness, 2020

Rabin, Gabe. (a venir). Fundamentality Physicalism. In G. Rabin (ed.), Grounding and
Consciousness, 2020

15 Décembre- Date limi les di :


https://philpapers.org/rec/WILGFO

L’Encyclopédie Philosophique: http://encyclo-philo.fr/

The Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.rep.routledge.com
The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/
Lectures connexes et recommandées :

Audi, Paul, “Grounding: Toward a Theory of the In-Virtue-Of Relation”, Journal of Philosophy, 109: 685—
711, 2012a.

Audi, Paul, “A Clarification and Defense of the Notion of Grounding”, in F. Correia & B. Schnieder (Eds.),
Metaphysical Grounding: Understanding the Structure of Reality, 101-121, New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2012b.

Bennett, Karen, “Construction Area (No Hard Hat Required)”, Philosophical Studies 154 (1):79-104, 2011a.
Bennett, Karen, “By our Bootstraps”, Philosophical Perspectives, 25: 2741, 2011b.

Bliss, Ricki, “Viciousness and the Structure of Reality”, Philosophical Studies 166 (2):399-418, 2013.
Bliss, Ricki & Trogdon, Kelly, “Metaphysical Grounding”, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2014.

Bolzano, Bernard, Wissenschaftslehre (4 volumes), Sulzbach, 1837.Cameron, Ross, “Turtles all the Way
Down: Regress, Priority, and Fundamentality”, The Philosophical Quarterly 58/230, 1-14, 2008.

Cameron, Ross, “From Humean Truthmaker Theory to Priority Monism”, Nous 44/1, pp.
178-198, 2010.

Carnino, Pablo, “Essence et fondation”, Les ateliers de [’éthique/The Ethics Forum, 9 (2):190-204, 2014.

Carnino, Pablo, “On_the Reduction of Grounding to Essence”, Studia Philosophica Estonica 7 (2):56-71,
2015.

Carnino, Pablo, “Grounding is Not Superinternal, Thought: A Journal of Philosophy 5 (4), 2016.

Chalmers, D. (1996). L esprit conscient. Ithaque. Paris.

Chalmers, David, Manley, David, & Wasserman, Ryan (eds.): Metametaphysics. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2009.

Clark, Michael, and Liggins, David, “Recent Work on Grounding”, Analysis, 72: 812-823, 2012.
Caorreia, Fabrice, Existential Dependence and Cognate Notions, Philosophia Verlag, 2005.
Correia, Fabrice, “Grounding and Truth-Functions”, Logique et Analyse, 53: 251-279, 2010.

Correia, Fabrice, & Schnieder, Benjamin (eds.), Metaphysical Grounding: Understanding the Structure of
Reality, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012a.

Correia, Fabrice, & Schnieder, Benjamin, “Metaphysical Grounding: An Opinionated Introduction”, in F.
Correia & B. Schnieder (Eds.), Metaphysical Grounding: Understanding the Structure of Reality, 1-36, New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2012b.


http://encyclo-philo.fr/
http://www.rep.routledge.com/
http://plato.stanford.edu/
http://philpapers.org/rec/BLIVAT
https://philpapers.org/rec/BLIMG
https://philpapers.org/rec/CAROTR-3
http://philpapers.org/rec/COREDA

Correia, Fabrice, “Metaphysical Grounds and Essence”, in M. Hoeltje, B. Schnieder & A. Steinberg
(Eds.), Varieties of Dependence: Ontological Dependence, Grounding, Supervenience, Response-
Dependence, 271-296, Philosophia Verlag, 2013.

Daly, Chris, “Skepticism about Grounding”, in F. Correia & B. Schnieder (Eds.), Metaphysical grounding:
Understanding the structure of reality, 81-100, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Dasgupta, Shamik, “On the Plurality of Grounds”, Philosophers’ Imprint, 14: 1-28, 2014a.

Dasgupta, Shamik, “The Possibility of Physicalism”, Journal of Philosophy 111 (9/10):557-592, 2014b.

deRosset, Louis, “Getting Priority Straight”, Philosophical Studies 149 (1):73-97, 2010.
deRosset, Louis, “Grounding Explanations”, Philosophers’ Imprint, 13: 1-26, 2013.

Fine, Kit, “Essence and Modality”, Philosophical Perspectives, 8: 1-16, 1994.
Fine, Kit, “The Question of Realism”, Philosophers’ Imprint, 1: 1-30, 2001.

Fine, Kit, “Some Puzzles of Ground”, Notre Dame Journal of Formal Logic 51 (1):97-118, 2010.

Fine, Kit, “Guide to ground”, in F. Correia & B. Schnieder (Eds.), Metaphysical grounding: Understanding
the structure of reality, 37-80, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Hicks, Michael, & van Elswyk, Peter, “Humean laws and circular explanation” Philosophical
Studies, 172(2), 433-443, 2015.

Hofweber, Thomas, “Ambitious, Yet Modest, Metaphysics”, in D. Chalmers, D. Manley & R. Wasserman
(Eds.), Metametaphysics New Essays on the Foundations of Ontology, 260-289, 20009.

Jenkins, Carrie, “Is Metaphysical Dependence Irreflexive?” The Monist 94/2, pp. 26776, 2011.
Kim, Jaegwon, Supervenience and Mind, Cambridge University Press, 1993.

Kim, Jaegwon, “Explanatory Knowledge and Metaphysical Dependence”, Philosophical Issues, 5: 51-69,
1994.

Kim, J. (2006). Philosophie de [’esprit. Ithaque. Paris.

Koslicki, Kathrin, Varieties of Ontological Dependence, in F. Correia & B. Schnieder (Eds.), Metaphysical
grounding: Understanding the structure of reality, 186213, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Koslicki, Kathrin, “The Coarse-Grainedness of Grounding”, Oxford Studies in Metaphysics 2015:306-344,
2015.

Kriamer, Stephan, “A Simpler Puzzle of Ground”, Thought: A Journal of Philosophy 2 (2):85-89, 2013.

Lange, Marc, “Grounding, scientific explanation, and humean laws” Philosophical Studies, 164(1), 255-261,
2013.

Leuenberger, Stephan, “Grounding and Necessity”, Inquiry, 57: 151-174, 2014a.
Leuenberger, Stephan, “From Grounding to Supervenience?”” Erkenntnis, 79: 227-240, 2014b.

Lewis, David, “New work for a theory of universals”, Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 61(4), 343-377,
1983.

Lewis, David, On the plurality of worlds, Oxford: Blackwell Publisher, 1986.

Litland, Jon, “On Some Counterexamples to the Transitivity of Grounding”, Essays in Philosophy, 14: 19—
32, 2013.

Loewer, Barry, “Two accounts of laws and time” Philosophical Studies, 160(1), 115-137, 2012.


http://philpapers.org/rec/SHATPO-48
http://philpapers.org/rec/DERGPS
http://philpapers.org/rec/FINSPO-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/KOSTCO-6
http://philpapers.org/rec/KRMASP

Marshall, Dan, “Humean Laws and Explanation”, Philosophical Studies 172 (12):3145-3165, 2015.
Miller, Elizabeth, “Humean scientific explanation”, Philosophical Studies, 1-22, 2014.

Prior, Arthur, Objects of Thought, Oxford University Press, 1971.

Raven, Michael, “In Defense of Ground”, Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 90: 687-701, 2012.

Rodriguez-Pereyra, Gonzalo, Grounding is Not a Strict Order, Journal of the American Philosophical
Association 1 (3):517-534, 2015.

Rosen, Gideon, “Metaphysical Dependence: Grounding and Reduction”, in R. Hale and A. Hoffman (eds.),
Modality: Metaphysics, Logic, and Epistemology, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 109-136, 2010.

Roski, Stefan, Bolzano’s Conception of Grounding, Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann Verlag, 2017.
Ruben, D.-H, Explaining explanation. London: Routledge, 1990.

Schaffer, Jonathan, “On What Grounds What”, in D. Chalmers, D. Manley & R. Wasserman
(Eds.), Metametaphysics New Essays on the Foundations of Ontology, 347-283, 20009.

Schaffer, Jonathan, “Monism: The Priority of the Whole”, Philosophical Review 119 (1):31-76, 2010.

Schaffer, Jonathan, “Grounding, Transitivity, and Contrastivity”, in F. Correia & B. Schnieder (Eds.),
Metaphysical grounding: Understanding the structure of reality (pp. 122-138). New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2012

Schaffer, Jonathan, “Ground rules: Lessons from Wilson”, in K. Aizawa & C. Gillett (Eds.), Scientific
Composition and Metaphysical Ground, Palgrave Macmillan, 2016.

Schnieder, Benjamin, “A Certain Kind of Trinity: Dependence, Substance, and

Explanation », Philosophical Studies 129/2, pp. 393-419, 2006.

Schnieder, Benjamin, “A Puzzle about “Because””, Logique & Analyse 211, 317-343, 2011.
Sider, Ted, Writing the book of the world, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011.

Skiles, Alexander, “Against Grounding Necessitarianism”, Erkenntnis, 2014.

Tahko, Tuomas, “Truth-Grounding and Transitivity”, Thought, 2: 332-340, 2013.

Trogdon, Kelly, “Grounding: Necessary or Contingent?” Pacific Philosophical Quarterly, 94: 465-485,
2013a.

Trogdon, K., “An Introduction to Grounding”, in M. Hoeltje, B. Schnieder & A. Steinberg (Eds.), Varieties
of Dependence: Ontological Dependence, Grounding, Supervenience, Response-Dependence, 97-122,
Philosophia Verlag, 2013b.

Williamson, Timothy, “Truthmakers and the Converse Barkan Formula”, Dialectica 53, 253-270, 1999.
Wilson, Jessica, “No Work for a Theory of Grounding”, Inquiry, 57(5-6): 1-45, 2014.

Wilson, Jessica, “Grounding-Based Formulations of Physicalism”, Topoi: 1-18, 2016.

Zylstra, Justin, “Dependence and Fundamentality”, Studia Philosophica Estonica 7 (2):5, 2015.


https://philpapers.org/rec/MARHLA-3
https://philpapers.org/rec/RODGIN
https://philpapers.org/rec/STEBCO-2
https://philpapers.org/rec/WILGFO
http://philpapers.org/rec/ZYLDAF
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